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Reflection on the Gospel for the 5th Sunday of Lent, Year A

March 29, 2020
1st Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14; 2nd Reading: Romans 8:8-11; Gospel: St. John 11:1-45

The Gospel, from St. John, records the last ‘sign’ done by Jesus before

his Passion. This sign of ‘raising of Lazarus from the dead’ demonstrates

for us that Jesus (as we say in the Creed) is true Man and true God. True

man, by his weeping for his friend Lazarus at the tomb, and true God, by

his raising Lazarus from the dead.

Gospel passage states Jesus loved Martha and her sister, Mary, and

their brother, Lazarus. But, there is an irony here because when Jesus

heard that Lazarus was ill, he waited two days before traveling to Judea.

He waited until Lazarus was well and truly ‘dead’.

However, in this miracle, Jesus gave Martha and Mary more than

they desired, even after all seemed lost, they received their brother fully

alive and healed. Here, Jesus takes on the darkness of death. He goes

into death’s domain and conquers death. So, we see Jesus can be trusted

with our deepest distresses of the heart, even when all seems lost, even

in death. Death is not a problem for our Creator God.

Jesus’ lordship over death, however, doesn’t block his deep

compassion human beings. In the Gospel, we read, that Jesus, on seeing

the two sisters weeping was “greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply

moved” and he, himself, “wept”. Here, Jesus (the Word made flesh, who

entered our human condition), expresses the merciful heart of God, who

yearns to give us true life even in midst of our suffering and death.
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Jesus’ awakening of Lazarus from the sleep of death to a new life,

gives us a ‘picture’ of grace. For, when Lazarus came out tomb, Jesus

commanded, “unbind him and let him go”. Here, a picture of grace

untying the knots of our sins. The power of grace can break evil habits,

unbind our bound hearts to forgive and help others, and lead us to do

works of charity and mercy.

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in

me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes

in me will never die”. Then he asks Martha, “Do you believe this?”. A

question that Jesus also asks each one of us, a question that rises above

our capacity to understand, a question that asks us to entrust ourselves to

Jesus, as Jesus entrusted himself to the Father. May we answer, Yes, O

Lord! We also believe (not withstanding our doubts and difficulties) We

also believe because Jesus has the words of eternal life, and he gives us a

trustworthy hope of life beyond this life, a real hope of full life in your

present and future kingdom of light and peace.

By: Fr. Martin Carter


