
Dear Friends:
 
Continued Easter greetings to all of you. We are fortunate in Prince Edward Island to escape much

of the horrors of the virus pandemic, yet, social distancing and the reduction of social life can still

cause anxiety. Here, we are reminded that the Good Shepherd Sunday (4th of Easter) brings a

message that God cares for us and we can, as St. Peter states in his First Letter, “cast all your

anxiety on him [God] because he cares for you”.

The Gospel presents us with the imagery of the Good Shepherd. Christ, the Son of God, is the

shepherd who, as Pope Benedict XVI states, “makes his way to us and assumes human nature, and

as the God-Man carries man, the creature, home to God”. Attached is a summary of my homily

for this Fourth Sunday of Easter.

The Canadian Conference of Bishops has invited the Bishops to consecrate the Dioceses of Canada

to Mary, Mother of the Church. Bishop Grecco has requested all pastors to consecrate their Parish

or Pastoral Unit to Mary on Friday, May 1 and ask for her intercession in this difficult time.   

St. Joachim’s Clean-Up Day for the outside grounds will be held on

Saturday, May 9, 9:00am (rain date: May 16). Please bring your rakes,

shovels and wheelbarrows. If you are unable to participate on May 9,

please feel free to help out at any time leading up to that day. 

Thanks in advance for your help towards the upkeep of our grounds. 

Alleluia! The long-awaited restoration (due to soot damage from old boilers) of the nave of 

Our Lady of the Assumption Church is now underway. In addition, in the basement, new boilers

will be installed. Thus, the main body of the church will not be available for prayer as of May 1,

until further notice. However, The foyer of the church is open daily (from 10am to 2pm) for those

who wish to drop off any envelopes. Further, the McMahon Room has been temporally converted

into a chapel, that includes the Blessed Sacrament, and is now available for prayer and devotions,

with room for up to five people at one time.

 
There are easy ways to maintain financial support of Our Lady of the Assumption or St. Joachim’s,

that avoid travel and social contact (thank you for all those who do). For details, please contact

Elaine at the Unit Office: (902) 569-4769 or holyfamilypastoralunit@bellaliant.com.

 
May the God of love bless you all and keep you well and safe.
 
Father Martin
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