
Dear Friends:
 
‘Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial of the saving Passion of your Son,

his wondrous Resurrection and Ascension into heaven ...’

Greetings to all of you as we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord. The above words,

from one of the Eucharistic prayers, remind us that the Resurrection, like the

Ascension, is ‘into heaven’. Here, we are reminded that the Resurrection life is a new

beginning, a new creation, that brings us hope. This is why Jesus in the Gospel says,

“remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age”. For, the presence of the

Holy Spirit allows us to see and know Jesus, and experience his unconditional love and

friendship. The disciples were sad and dejected at Jesus’ Passion; initially hesitant and

perplexed at his Resurrection, but joyful (as the Gospel relates) at his Ascension, for

they now came to see that grace creates a new order of things, a new relationship

with the Lord. Attached is a summary of my homily for the Ascension of the Lord. 

The foyer of Our Lady of the Assumption Church and the ‘McMahon Chapel’ are open

from 10am to 2pm, Monday to Friday. Making a short visit to the Blessed Sacrament,

together with a spiritual communion, can be a rewarding devotion in these difficult

times when the full sacraments are not available. For the Mass is not yet available,

but the Church is not closed.

 
Please feel free to drop off envelopes in the foyer, in the designated box. There are

many ways to maintain financial support for both churches of the Holy Family Pastoral

Unit, that avoid travel and limit social contact. For details, please contact Elaine at the

Unit Office by calling (902) 569-4769 or e-mail holyfamilypastoralunit@bellaliant.com.

 
Part of the Collect for Mass In Time of Pandemic reads, “O God, look with compassion

on the afflicted, grant eternal rest to the dead, comfort to mourners, healing to the

sick, peace to the dying, strength to healthcare workers, wisdom to our leaders and

the courage to reach out to all in love. Through Christ our Lord”. May this prayer be

ours at this time.

 
Father Martin
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