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Pentecost, Year A 
May 31, 2020
First Reading: Acts 2:1-11; Second Reading: 1 Cor. 12:3-7, 12-13; Gospel: St. John 20:19-23

‘Lord, send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth’ (Psalm 104)

Today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost (fiftieth day after Easter), a

festival which fulfills and brings to completion the saving work of Christ. For, at

Pentecost the gift of the Holy Spirit, sent to Church, opens the knowledge of God

to all people and allows the risen Jesus to enter every heart open to receive him. 

In the 1st Reading, from Acts of Apostles, the Evangelist Saint Luke

describes the miracle of the Day of Pentecost, where the Holy Spirit descended on

the disciples gathered with “Mary, the mother of Jesus” and with the twelve

apostles. There, all heard God’s deeds of salvation power in their own language,

for God speaks to all people, through his Church. God overcomes the complexities

of human language and gives his disciples one language of grace, so all may hear

the call of God. For the Church has one Gospel that professes one faith and one

Catholic and Apostolic Church, that proclaims one Lord Jesus Christ.

In the Gospel, from John, the risen Jesus passes through those closed and

locked doors of the Upper Room, saying “peace be with you”. Often, the door of

our heart is closed to God, we don’t want to be disturbed by him. So we pray God

would come to us and overcome these barriers and impediments in our lives,

derived from original sin, that keep us away from God. We pray that Christ would

also bring us his words of peace, healing, and joy, for Gospel says, the disciples

“rejoiced when they saw the Lord”. 
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The risen Jesus’ greeting of peace was followed by the following important

gesture: Jesus breathed on his disciples and said, “receive the Holy Spirit, if you

forgive the sins of any they are forgiven”. Here, the Holy Spirit brings to us what

we thirst for, that is God’s love and forgiveness, his truth and beauty, and his

goodness. The Holy Spirit brings to us spiritual life and healing, for the love of

God is continually poured into our hearts (Entrance Antiphon from Romans 5:5)

and we enter into the life of the risen Jesus. For, Jesus’ life is the ‘real everlasting

life’ that sin or death can never take away. 

May we open our hearts to the peace and joy of God as we respond to the

invitation (given in the 2nd Reading) to ‘drink of the Holy Spirit of God’. As the

Collect prayer states, “O God ... sanctify your whole Church in every people and

nation ... and pour out the gifts of the Holy Spirit across the face of the earth and

with divine grace .... fill now once more the hearts of believers”.


