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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time -Year A 
June 28, 2020
First Reading: 2 Kings 4:8-16; Second Reading: Romans 6:3-11; Gospel: St. Matthew 10:37-42

The Christian faith has been described as communion with Christ, a form of close

friendship, where Christ becomes the ‘center’ of our life. 

As Paul says, in reference to his baptism, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no

longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”.

All of this is captured in the 2nd Reading, from Romans, where St. Paul

declares “those baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death”, for  as

Gospel states, we only ‘find life as we lose it to let Christ live in us’. For God’s plan

is to raise us up to participate in Christ’s resurrection, so we may, as Paul says, be

“alive to God in Christ Jesus”.

All of this is background to understanding the Gospel. For, without this

background, today’s Gospel comes across as an ‘obscure saying’ of Jesus. For Jesus

calls us to love him more than we love our parents and children, saying, “whoever

loves father and mother and children more than me is not worthy of me”. Here we

need to be reminded, that Jesus as Son of God, is called Emmanuel (in Matthew’s

Gospel), that is ‘God with us’. Thus, to love God with all our heart and soul, also

refers to Jesus, for Jesus is the Word made visible in flesh. And Jesus offers to us a

close friendship, which goes deeper then even the very closest human relationship, in

fact, Jesus’ friendship deepens our other human relationships, for when we welcome

Christ into our lives, as Jesus says in the Gospel, we welcome God the Father who

sent him.

But how can we love God? How can we ‘will the good of God’? For God

doesn’t need us and God is not in need of anything we can give. So how do we love

God? There is nothing God needs, so God asks that we love him through our

neighbor; we serve God through others. Here, we are reminded that the first

commandment is to love God and the second is to love our neighbor as ourselves, but
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in practice this order is reversed. We cannot see God (who has no needs), but we can

see our neighbor (who has a need). Thus, we love God (who we cannot see) through

our neighbor (who we can see). We learn to love God through other people. This, of

course, is not easy and we will feel resistance. Thus, the need ‘to take up the cross’ as

Jesus says, in the Gospel.

This is well illustrated in the 1st Reading from 2 Kings, where a wealthy

woman welcomes the Prophet Elisha into her home. She welcomed the prophet into

her house and provided for him a place of prayer and, thereby, as Jesus states in

Gospel, “whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a

prophet’s reward”. What was the reward? It was new life, the life of a child that she

had longed for and now ‘embraced’ from God, through Elisha’s intercession. This

serves as a symbol of the ‘newness of life’ given to us in Christ, that Paul mentions in

the Second Reading.

So, Christians, therefore, serve Jesus when they serve the poor and sick, for

when we help our neighbors we are serving Jesus. As Jesus states in Gospel,

“whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a

disciple, truly I tell you, that person will not lose their reward”. The ‘reward’ being

Jesus, himself, his life given to us through the Holy Spirit. 

May Jesus, who (as Collect says) “calls us out of darkness into his marvelous

light”, make us “alive to God” (2nd Reading) and help us as disciples to serve God in

charitable deeds, as we love Jesus through our neighbor. 


