
Featured Saint of the Week:  St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) - Feast Day – September 23rd 

We are all called to be Saints. May this Saint inspire you and intercede for you!

Padre Pio (Francesco Forgione) was born to Giuseppa and Grazio Forgione in the small farming town of Pietrelcina, Italy on

May 25th,  1887. Although the Forgiones were poor in material goods, they were certainly rich in their faith life and in their love

for God. Even as a young boy, Francesco had already shown signs of extraordinary gifts of grace. As a young boy, he was able

to see and communicate with his Guardian Angel, but also with Jesus and the Virgin Mary, which in his simplicity he assumed

all children had these same experiences. He entered the religious community of Capuchins Friars Minor (Franciscan). One of

his fellow novices stated: “There was something that distinguished him from the other students. What struck me most about

Brother Pio was his love of prayer.” He loved to pray the Rosary and recommended it to others. To someone who asked him what

legacy he wished to leave his spiritual children, his brief reply was, “My Child, the Rosary.” He also had a special mission of

prayer for the souls in Purgatory and encouraged everyone to pray for them.

On August 10th, 1910, at the age of 23, Padre Pio was ordained to the priesthood. The celebration of the Holy Mass, was for Padre

Pio, the centre of his spirituality. His parishioners were deeply impressed by his piety and one by one they began to come to him

by the thousands from every corner of the world. His day began at 2:30am when he would arise to begin his prayers and to make

his preparation for mass. He was able to carry on a busy apostolate with only a few hours of sleep each night and an amount of

food that was so small (300 to 400 calories per day)  Between mass, confessions and counselling, his workday lasted 19 hours.

He rarely left the monastery and never even took a day’s vacation from his gruelling schedule in 51 years.

He saw the image of Christ in the poor, the suffering and the sick and gave himself particularly to them. He once said, “Bring

God to all those who are sick. This will help them more than any other remedy. In that spirit he founded a Hospital and called

it “The Home for the Relief of Suffering.” Padre Pio suffered much throughout his life from very poor health and from the painful

wounds of the marks of the Stigmata, the wounds of Christ, which he received on his hands, feet and side beginning when he

was 31 years of age and continuing to his death. Serene and well prepared, he surrendered to Sister Death on September 23rd,

1968, at the age of 81, in San Giovanni Rotondo. He died as he had lived, with his Rosary in his hands. His last words were Jesus

and Mary, which he repeated over and over until he breathed his last. 

Padre Pio was canonized by St. John Paul II on June 16th, 2002. Eight million pilgrims travel to San Giovanni Rotondo, where

Padre Pio lived, each year, making it the second largest site of pilgrimage in the world, the greatest being Guadalupe in Mexico. 

St. Padre Pio, pray for us.

Our Lady of the Assumption: 

Maximum of 100 People Per Mass

St. Joachim’s:

Maximum of 50 People Per Mass

Mass Schedule: 
September 21 - 27

Tuesday: 10:00am CWL Intention OLA

Wednesday: 10:00am Fr. Gerry Tingley STJ
Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest

Thursday: 10:00am Fr. Paul Egan OLA
                  
Friday: 10:00am For the Sick of Both Parishes OLA

Saturday: 4:00pm Ben Shephard OLA

Sunday: 9:00am William & Mary Morrissey STJ

11:00am Mass for the People OLA

Holy Family Pastoral Unit
Pastor: Rev. James Willick

willickins3@gmail.com

Office Manager:  Elaine Fraser

September 20, 2020

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Collection for the Needs of the Church in Canada:           

September 26/27 

This year, the Catholic Church in Canada, along with the rest

of society, has been seriously affected by the Coronavirus

pandemic: from inability to gather in worship, limitations on

pastoral and personal interaction, to office closures. Bishops,

as shepherds who watch over their flock, felt this disruption

very keenly. As we continue to address the challenges and

impact of COVID-19 upon our families, communities of faith

and ecclesial outreach, your prayers, gestures of kindness and

generosity are invaluable, heartfelt and true sources of

consolation, comfort and renewed encouragement in the

pursuit of the Church’s pastoral mission. This annual

charitable initiative assists the Bishops in their ministry of

accompanying, teaching, guiding, sanctifying and caring for

the Church in Canada.  

Those interested in preserving the history and heritage of the

early Catholic settlers, the creation of our Island’s diocese,

the Island’s first bishop, Angus MacEachern and the historic

site at St. Andrew’s are invited to become members of the

Friends of St. Andrew’s Chapel. Our mailing address is PO

Box 1864, Charlottetown PE, C1A 7N5. For more info, call

(902) 620-9336. Annual fee is $10.00 or $25.00 for family or

$100.00 for life membership. Donations are tax deductible.

St. Joachim’s:

Property & Finance Committee Meeting:                          
September 24 - 7:00pm

St. Joachim’s Offerings:   September 13

Sunday Collection $1,230.00 

Pre-Authorized Debit $   240.00 

Loonie/Toonie Collection $       6.00

Our Lady of the Assumption:

Dear Parents and Students:

For 2020/2021, Our Lady of the Assumption Parish will only

be having formal Catechism class teaching for students in 

Grade 2 (First Communion) and Grade 9 (Confirmation).

Those classes will begin on January 10, 2021. 

This fall, we will be completing the 2019/2020 Confirmation

and First Communion celebrations which will take place over

a period of time due to COVID-19 restrictions. At this time, all

students from last year's Grade 2 and Grade 9 programs will

need to send in registrations. Submit forms via the following:

https://holyfamilypastoralunit.com/our-lady-of-the-assumpti

on/ola-registration-forms/. Please submit as soon as possible.

We regret having to make this decision but with COVID-19

restrictions and class sizes based on last year, it is impossible

to do the proper distancing required. I am available to talk with

any who would like to further discuss this decision. E-mail:

cbcleclair@gmail.com. Thank you and God Bless!

Cathy LeClair, Catechism Coordinator

Assumption Offerings:  September 13

Sunday Collection $2,251.00 

Pre-Authorized Debit $   955.00 

Capital Projects Fund $     93.00   regular

$   655.00   heating system

Options for Donations to Both Parishes:

Pre-Authorized Debit Plan forms are available at the Church

Entrances or by contacting Elaine to have a form e-mailed. 

Church Envelopes: Baskets are at the Church Entrances

where envelopes may be dropped on the weekend or drop-off

to the office during the weekdays. If you are not currently an

envelope user, but would like a set, please contact Elaine.

E-Transfer: holyfamilypastoralunit@bellaliant.com

Your continued generous support is appreciated. 
Thank you!
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